A new key for afrotropical genera of Apocleinae is overdue. The most recent key is that of Oldroyd (1963) who included them in the tribe he called the Asilini, together with genera now considered to belong to the subfamily Asilinae. Oldroyd (1974) subsequently published a key to the Southern African genera of that tribe, including four genera not then recorded from the subcontinent, but considered possible inhabitants. Work on the taxonomy of Asilidae by Papavero (1973) and by Artigas & Papavero (1988) produced a different classification that has been well received internationally. Afrotropical taxa are now accepted as being arranged within ten subfamilies (see key in Londt 2002a). This development, together with advances in our knowledge of afrotropical apocleine taxa and the accumulation of a number of interesting and undescribed species, has prompted this paper.
The essential differences between the classification found in Oldroyd's (1980) catalogue and the arrangement of taxa according to Artigas & Papavero's (1988) concept of subfamilies were discussed by Londt (2002a) in relation to the Asilinae. Londt (2002a: 17) tabulated all the genera recorded in that catalogue, including those now considered belonging to the Apocleinae. These, together with the names of more recently described and reinstated genera, as well as remarks and references to useful literature relating to the current state of our knowledge of the taxa, are listed in table 1. To this list of 14 valid genera (counting Bactria / Promachus as one), a further six are now added with the description of the new taxa in this paper, thus bringing to 20 the number of afrotropical apocleine genera requiring an identification key.
The seemingly unusual act of describing six new monotypic genera requires comment. Although taxonomic work on afrotropical Asilidae has taken great strides over the last thirty years, far more knowledge is required before the relationships between taxa can fully be understood. The Apocleinae, in particular, appear to have undergone remarkable speciation in southern Africa. This is especially true of taxa possessing triformed antennal styles, and numerous species have been described in recent years, these usually being defined mainly by characteristics of the male genitalia. Genera have been established using slightly different combinations of only a few reliable characters. Revisionary work undertaken on some of the more speciose genera, such as Synolcus, Dasophrys, and Neolophonotus, has assisted in clarifying generic characterisations that have allowed for the reinstatement of Hippomachus and has supported the establishment of new genera. Both Gibbasilus and Robertomyia were described as monotypic, and while the latter remains so, additional species of Gibbasilus were subsequently added. The species described in this paper can not be easily accommodated in any of the genera currently available. This is partly the reason why some of them have not been described until now. While it may be argued that they could be provisionally placed in existing genera, this would merely serve to detract attention away from their obvious interest. With their description and a key to all the currently recognised genera of afrotropical Apocleinae, the stage may be set for a detailed cladistic analysis of the taxa. Such an analysis might allow the status of these new genera to be more adequately understood. However, as further fieldwork, especially in the poorly sampled arid areas of southern Africa, will certainly lead to the discovery of further taxa, classifications are likely to remain for some time somewhat unstable.
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Material
Listed specimens are housed in the Natal Museum () unless otherwise indicated. Other institutions providing material were the Albany Museum, Grahamstown, South Africa (), Illinois Natural History Survey, Champaign, Illinois, U.S.A. () and the South African Museum, Cape Town, South Africa (). In all instances, specimens were drymounted on pins. Drawings were executed using a drawing tube attached to a Wild stereomicroscope, male terminalia being first removed and macerated in warm potassium hydroxide. Genitalia were stored temporarily in glass vials containing 70% ethanol until the completion of the study, when they were sealed in polyethylene genitalia vials containing a mixture of ethanol and glycerine, and attached to the specimen pins.
Label data
In recording label data, a standard format is used where information on each label is demarcated by the use of single inverted commas, each line of data being separated by a spaced slash ( / ). The symbol ~ indicates that the following data are on the reverse of the label just documented, while square brackets are used to denote useful additional information or comments not found on labels. In this regard, co-ordinates are usually provided in square brackets when these, or a quarter-degree grid reference, do not appear on a label.
Morphology
In descriptions of new taxa, the following characters were given special attention. Terminology and abbreviations used generally follow McAlpine (1981) .
Head
Antenna: Colour and setation of segments are described. All taxa have scape, pedicel, postpedicel and style. The style is composed of three 'elements': a short basal element, followed by a much longer second element which is tipped by a small seta-like sensory element. The relative sizes of these parts are given in an antennal formula where the length of the scape is taken as 1 and the 3 elements of style are given in brackets after its total length (i.e. order of measurements: scape : pedicel : postpedicel : style (: basal element : second element : seta-like sensory element)). Figures are rounded to the nearest tenth of a decimal point.
Face: The width, relative to the maximum width of the head (measured in anterior view), is given as a 'face : head width ratio'. Face width is measured at the level corresponding to maximum head width. In addition an indication of the shape of the face in lateral view is provided. The facial pruinosity and mystax are described.
Frons and vertex: A brief description is given, drawing attention to the ocellar tubercle and its setation.
Occiput: Pruinescence and setation are described. The length and curvature of the dorsal postocular setae are given special attention as these character states have proved important in previous studies.
Proboscis and palpi: Colour and setation are briefly described. The palpi are in all instances 2-segmented.
Thorax
Mesonotum: A description of colour and pruinescence followed by details concerning setation of postpronotal and major macrosetae (abbreviations used are: acr = acrostichal setae, dc = dorsocentral setae, npl = notopleural setae, spal = supra-alar setae, pal = postalar setae). Dorsocentrals are variable with respect to their position relative to the transverse suture; they are usually much weaker anterior to this suture and consequently sometimes difficult to count accurately.
Scutellum: The number of marginal scutellar setae (sctl s) is recorded. Is some instances these macrosetae may be rather weak and could be confused with better developed minor setae. Macrosetae are those with clearly discernable sockets. The setation of the scutellar disc is also described.
Wing: Length and breadth measurements are provided (length measured from humeral crossvein to tip, breadth through radial-medial (= discal) crossvein). Only a brief description is provided as illustrations of wings show details. Wings were not removed from specimens for photography.
Legs: As leg coloration and setation can be somewhat variable, descriptions of legs are brief and generalised. Of particular interest, however, is the number of lateral macrosetae on the metathoracic
